the Pres bute e\ Sa 
utl 0 ok ! a fon 


No. 40 





RICHMOND 19, VA., OCTOBER 6, 1947 


IN THIS ISSUE 


REPRESENTATIVES OF OPPOSING VIEWS 
ISSUE JOINT STATEMENT IN ATLANTA 


YOUNG ADULTS CAN DO THE JOB 
By Marietta Yarnell 


EDITORIAL— 
The Pastor Is on the Front Line 
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CHARLES W. KERNAN 


Mr. Kernan, whose sermon appears on page 

served in four pastorates. Pictures of the churches are 

shown here. Below: Mary Andrews chapel, Hartford, 

Tenn. ; right, bottom to top: Cold Spring church, Bris- 

tol, Tenn.; Amelia, Va.; and his present church, Moore- 
field, W. Va., top, right. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Pastor Asks, ““Where Is the Front Line?’’ 





To Preach, or Not to Preach 


To the Editors: 

. Something has happened to me in 
my few years in the ministry that has 
taken away my relish for a successful 
preaching career. I no longer see church 
administration and pulpit preaching as 
“front line’ work. Is that a heresy? Is 
my feeling only a temporary one? I’m 
like little David who was happy to leave 
his easy-going sheep behind and take pro- 
visions to his brothers just so he could 
see the army of the Philistines and take 
his place against them. 

I have no idea where my future lies. 
All I do know is that I will quickly stul- 
tify if the preaching ministry requires 
nothing more of me than a lazy goodness, 
discretion, social amenities, and an en- 
largement of the obvious from the pulpit. 
(I beg the pardon of all the hardwork- 
ing ministers whose life seems to consist 
in nothing more than this.) 

Where is the front line? Is it a teach- 
ing position in a Christian college, execu- 
tive committee work like ’s or "s 

. « journalism of the calibre and nerve 
of yours, or am I standing on it now— 
blind? . 

You have a good view, I am sure, of 
all branches of Christian service. Where 
is the front line? ‘ 

jBetween deadlines, tell me where Go- 
liath is. Answer me by article or editorial 
if my question bestirs your imagination. 

Thanks for a patient ear and, as al- 
ways, for a forthright paper. 

NAME WITHHELD. 








See Editorial, page 8. 
Comments on this letter should be held 
under 300 words. 


No Sarcasm Intended 


To the Editors: 

I was sorry to see the tone of your edi- 
torial of Aug. 25 about the anti-Federal 
Council meeting. You may not have 
meant it for sarcasm and ridicule but that 
was the impression it made on me. In 
your editorial of June 23, the word “bigo- 
try” was used in reference to the work 
of some who are not in favor of the Fed- 
eral Council. Sarcasm and ridicule and 
name-calling do not help the cause, and 
I do not think they are pleasing to our 
Lord. 

J. H. GREY. 
Bedford, Va. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—No individuals were 
singled out in the reference ment oned by 
Mr. Grey; no person was termed “bigoted”; 
no one was intentionally ridiculed. Our 
dictionary, by the way, defines the word 
bigotry as follows: “The state of mind of 
a prejudiced, illiberal person.” 


FOR the Federal Council 
To the Editors: 


The September 29 issue of THE OUT- 
LOOK showed more great leaders of our 
church agreeing on the value of the Fed- 
eral Council than any important issue 
ever before the church. 

DAVID H. SCANLON. 
Durham, N. C. 


To the Editors: 
Formerly I was opposed to both reunion 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second class matter 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyte 
Telephone 2-9492. 


under the act of March 3, 1879. 
“Atnent Picehmond 19. Virginia. 
Presbyterian of the South, Inc. 





and the Federal Council. Largely through 


the influence of THE OUTLOOK I have 
reversed my position. I want to be in- 
cluded with those signing the statement, 
“For a Greater Protestant Cooperation.” 

J. WALTER COBB. 
St. Joseph, La. 


To the Editors: 


Please add my name to the statement, 
“For a Greater Protestant Cooperation” 


WM. H. HOPPER, Treasurer, Executive 
Committee of Christian Education and 


Ministerial Relief, Louisville. 

CHAS. I. BOONE, President of the Me, 
of the Flora Heights Church, Lout. 
ville. 

STAFFORD M. QUERY, Hillsville, yg, 

DAVID H. SCANLON, Durham, N. ¢ 

JAMES APPLEBY, Richmond, Va, 

W. H. McFADDEN, Northeast church, 
Kansas City. 

MRS. BERT PHILLIPS, Auxiliary Pregj. 
dent, Kansas City. 

R. W. KIRKPATRICK, Westminster 
church, Richmond. 


To the Editors: 

Your “Facts About the Federal Coungeijj" 
issue is superb. . . Please send me 2 
copies. . . . Thank you for this outstand. 
ing contribution to sanity. 

JOHN C. B. McLAUGHLIN. 
Keyser, W. Va. 





October Is Church Press Month 





To the Editors of 
The Religious Press: 


ligion. 


Church Press, 


eech other. 


press. 


ligion. 


today. 


pose merits. 





THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


The conflict of principle and policy 
which the world witnesses today emphasizes 
with tregic reality the need of all men for 
the strength which can be found only in God's 
guidance--in the everlasting reality of re- 


If we are to be saved from chaos and 
confusion the formula must be spiritual. 
Only God can make men moral. 

On this account I welcome the recur- 
rent observence in October, by The Associated 
of Church Press Month. 
that this will become an annual observance. 

In this country religion and democracy 
have risen side by side. 
pered together end heve mutually strengthened 


I have always felt that the church 
pepers fill a need not met by our secular 
In the realm of spiritual interpreta- 
tion of events chronicled on the far-flung 
news fronts of the world, 
hes a very special duty and responsibility. 

Problems of the greatest import are 
before us in these post-wer days. 
the field of domestic affairs or in the 
lerger realm of our relations with other na- 
tions, these problems can be solved only if 
epproached in the spirit of Christian re- 


In the plain teaching of the New 
Testament will be found the answers to all 
the questions that perplex a troubled world 
I wish for the observance of Church 
Press Month the success which its high pur- 


Very sincerely yours, 


July 23, 1947. 


I trust 


They have pros- 


the church press 


Whether in 


HARRY TRUMAN. 








10c a copy, $4.00 a year. 


,» June 15,1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, V4. 
rian of theSouth, Inc., Room 307, 403 East Franklin 
Foreign postage $1 


extra. Copyright, 1947, by 
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Statement by 186 Men Calls For 
Debate of Issues in Good Spirit 


Representatives of Divergent Viewpoints Called Together by Moderator 
Seek to Avoid Disruption of Church’s Program in Midst of Controversy 


Seventeen ministers and laymen, representing conflicting points of view in 
current discussions in the church, joined recently with the Moderator of the 
General Assembly in a statement, issued from Atlanta, expressing their united 
concern that present debates shall be conducted in good spirit and that the 
causes of the church shall be kept in central focus throughout the controversy. 
These churchmen were called together by the Assembly’s Moderator, J. R. Cun- 


ningham, who, in his letter of invita- 
tion, expressed the hope that such a 
meeting would ‘result in mutual under- 
standing and a better spirit among us 
all.’ Dr. Cunningham expressed his 
serious concern ‘‘about the effect of a 
continuance of present trends” and held 
high the hope that the meeting would 
“clear the atmosphere within our 
church for the constructive tasks which 
should certainly engage us now.” 

Meeting at the Henry Grady Hotel 
in Atlanta on September 25 from 10:30 
to 4:00, these seventeen men, repre- 
senting various positions concerning 
Presbyterian reunion and the Federal 
Council of Churches, were united in 
their ‘‘profound concern’”’ that the wide 
differences now existing should not lead 
to ill-will and bitterness or to the dis- 
ruption of the church’s program of 
work in evangelism, missions, education 
and the like. 

Looking out into the church, they 
called upon fellow-members of the 
church courts to pitch the debates on 
the highest possible plane where they 
would be kept free from personalities 
and from bitterness. 

Very much to the forefront in the 
discussion was the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress with its five-year 
goals and its $7,250,000 financial ob- 
jJectives. Full support on the part of 
all concerned was urged. Finally, the 
issues now before the church were sub- 
mitted in prayer and confidence as all 
members of the group asked “that the 
matters before us may be settled in the 
spirit of Christ and in accordance with 
the will of our Heavenly Father.”’ 


Text of Statement 


The complete statement, with the list 
of signers, is as follows: 


“We, the undersigned representative 
ministers and laymen of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, having been called 
together by the Moderator of the Gen- 





eral Assembly to consider the serious 
crisis which confronts the church be- 
cause of the sharp differences which 
have arisen in connection with the dis- 
cussion of the questions of church 
union and the relation of the church to 
the Federal Council, after fu:l and 
prayerful consideration, have reached 
the following conclusions: 

“1. We are profoundly concerned that 
the wide differences of viewpoint which 
exist among us shall not lead to ill-will 
and bitterness, or to the disruption of 
our church’s work in the vitally impor- 
tant fields of Evangelism, Christian 
lkiducation, and Missions. 

“2. We pledge ourselves, so far as in 
us lies, to conduct our debate on these 
issues in a spirit of fairness, of mutual 
esteem, and of brotherly love, recogniz- 
ing our own lack of wisdom and realiz- 
ing that in spite of our differences we 
are united by our common love for our 
Lord Jesus Christ and a common loyalty 
to his church. We would earnestly call 
upon all church courts and other groups 
which debate these matters to see that 
their discussions are pitched upon the 
highest possible plane and are kept free 
from personalities and from bitterness. 


Support Program of Progress 


“3. We urge that the full report of 
our church be given to the Presbyterian 
Program of Progress and that the con- 
troversy in which we are presently en- 
gaged be not allowed to divert our at- 
tention from a movement which holds 
such tremendous possibilities for good 
in the advancement of our Lord’s work. 

‘*4. We covenant with one another to 
pray for each other and for our be- 
loved church, asking that the matters 
before us may be settled in the spirit 
of Christ and in accordance with the 
will of our Heavenly Father. We call 
upon all others of like mind to join 
us in this prayer.’”’ (Signed. ) 


wv. M, Alexander J. R. McCain 

Aubrey N. Brown J. P. McCallie 

R. W. Cousar Chas, G. McClure 

H. B. Dendy W. T. McElroy 

Wm. V. Gardner J. McDowell Richards 
G. T. Gillespie John R,. Richardson 
Daniel Iverson E. T. Thompson 

C. E. S. Kraemer T. K, Young 

R. A. Lapsley, Jr. J. R. Cunningham 


Texas Synod Votes 
Joint Control for 


Kerrville-Schreiner 


Summer Conference Encampment, 
Prep School Are Coordinated 


Schreiner Institute and the West- 
minster Encampment at Kerrville are 
now to be under joint control as a re- 
sult of the unanimous vote of the Synod 
of Texas in its recent meeting. Manage- 
ment of the prep school and the summer 
conference grounds will be under the 
Schreiner board of trustees while title 
to the properties will be in the hands 
of the trustees of the synod. This ac- 
tion was taken upon recommendation 
of an ad interim committee, after long 
and friendly debate in the annual meet- 
ing. A conference committee was named 
to supervise the summer program and 
this committee will also be consulted 
regarding any future changes and im- 
provements in the property. 

R. A. Farnsworth, elder in the First 
church, Houston, was elected modera- 
tor, succeeding P. D. Miller. Last year 
he led the synod to over-subscribe its 
million dollar educational campaign by 
one-third. 

The synod’s educational institutions 
reported great progress, Austin College 





Austin College, Sherman, Texas, has 
been notified that $300,000 will be 
available to it according to the terms 
of the will of M. B. Hughey of Char- 
lotte, Texas. This legacy is in addition 
to a gift of $250,000 made earlier this 
year by Mr. Hughey (OUTLOOK, July 
21). 





showing an increase of about $1,250,- 
000 in assets, and Austin Seminary in- 
creasing its resources by $270,000 and 
enrolling 30 juniors for its largest class 
in history. Texas-Mexican Institute 
hopes to increase its enrollment capac- 
ity to 150 boys. 

In adopting the report of its Com- 
mittee on Christian Relations, the synod 
declared it would not bar anyone from 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
simply on account of the color of his 
skin. It also voted to investigate the 
possibility of a conference on the church 
and industry on a small scale, patterned 
after that sponsored by the Federal 








4 


Couneil of Churehes in Pittsburgh 
February. 

The synod is to look into the possi- 
bility of a promotional paper or maga- 


last 


zine and it will also re-study the func- 
This latter step 
is occasioned by the resignation on ac- 
count of ill health of J. G. Whitten, 
highly efficient elder who has occupied 
this post for some years. 


tions of synod’s office. 


Stewardship reports showed Texas as 
leading the Assembly in per capita gifts 
during the 
figures revealed 
additions on profession of faith, except 
1925, with a good net 
gain in synod membership. 


past year. Evangelism 


the largest number of 


one year, since 


High inspirational moments 
those when William M. Elliott and Roy 
LeCraw gave 
world conditions 


were 
eye-witness accounts of 
and froin 
Synod adopted in full the ask- 
ings of the General Assembly for regu- 
lar the 
of Progress: Assembly 


-from Asia 


Europe. 
and for 
$395,000, 
nevolences; $303,000, 
$198,000, Program of Progress; 
$60,000 for War Relief. B. 


benevolences Program 
be- 
synod’s causes; 
and 


K. Tenney 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


heads the synod’s Program of Progress 
committee. 

This year’s schedule calling for a 
joint meeting of the US-USA synods at 
Kerrville was postponed to 1948 when 
it is expected that arrangements can be 
made. 


(EDITORS’ NOTE: This report is 
based upon information supplied by our 
regular correspondent, Thomas W. 
Currie, Jr., and also upon information 
from the synod’s stated clerk, Malcolm 
L. Purcell.) 


Washington Pastor Says Long Skirts 
Are ‘‘Immoral’’ in World’s Need 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—A. Powell 
Davies, pastor of the All Souls’ Uni- 
tarian church here, appealed to Ameri- 
can women not to longer skiits 
this fall. 


wear 


He termed the new styles ‘‘immoral 


moronic .. . a crime agaist 


decency.”’ 


“They are immoral,” he declared, 





Specialists Without Conscience 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





UBLICATION of Allan Dulles’ book 
on ‘The 
unloosed a 


German Underground” 


has wide debate upon 
the the attempt on 
Hitler’s life in June, 1943. Mr, Dulles 


describes the whole history of this con- 


significance of 


spiracy, which was in existence even be- 
fore the war and which failed again and 
again, usually because the generals in- 
volved in the plot refused to act at the 
crucial moment, 

The debate 
spiracy is partly prompted by the fact 
that afraid that 
discussion of opposition to 
Hitler the 
pression that the German resistance to 
Hitler had 
supposed and might therefore tempt us 


about this German con- 


some people are any 


German 


might give our nation im- 


Was more resolute than we 


to revise our conception of the guilt of 


the German people. The endless shades 


of complicity in a collective guilt are 
such that the historic facts will give 
contrasting theories a great deal of 


plausibility for years to come, 

Without participating in the debate 
we. should like to call attention to the 
curious and the 
German generals have in this story. It 
is now apparent that practically all the 
leading the German 
army Hitle> as a madman 
and believed that his policies would lead 
to catastrophe. They 
ready to participate in a revolt as early 


pathetic role which 


personalities in 
thought of 
seemed to be 
as the Munich conference; again when 


he took over the Czecho-Slo- 
vakia; and once when he made 


whole of 
more 


his attack on Poland. 
failed in the end to 


But they always 
carry out their 
promises, 

The democratic world is not guiltless 
in their failure; for, several times the 
generals counted on resistance from the 
democracies to Hitler which did not ma- 
terialize and therefore increased Hitler’s 
prestige. But the chief impression one 
has of these generals is that they lacked 
moral courage. 

They had so long regarded themselves 
as specialists in military tactics and 
strategy who did not ask any questions 
about the ultimate meaning of military 
conflict, that their conscience was weak, 
even when they had a_ strong moral 
abhorrence of Hitler’s irresponsibility. 


The German generals are thus par- 
ticularly flagrant examples of a type of 
character from which no civilization is 
completely free. 
civilization 
tempted 


The more a technical 
develops, the more it is 
to produce various groups of 
technicians who are chiefly concerned 
to make whatever technical process 
they master work as perfectly as possi- 
ble. More ultimate moral, social and 
spiritual questions are pushed aside. 


Thus a kind of a moral character is 
created which lacks the moral stamina 


to resist evil even when that evil de- 
velops to the _ grossest proportions. 
Military technicians are merely par- 


ticularly vivid examples of a moral peril 
which lurks in modern specialization.— 
(Copyright 1947 by RNS.) 
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‘‘because they waste the material that 
is desperately needed by the world’s 
suffering people.”’ 


Dr. Davies said American women 
have been invited to ‘‘humiliate’’ them- 
selves by “following these imbecilic 


fashion changes like a herd of ludicrous 
cattle.’ If they do so, he added, ‘‘their 
20th century emancipation is just an 
empty boast.’’ 

The cleric said the new styles ‘‘will 
deprive the shivering people of Europe 
of the wool they will need in a coal-less 
winter.’”” He charged that ‘‘greedy com- 
mercial interests, knowing that women 
will resist buying new clothes at present 
inflated unless they can be 
tricked into doing so, propose to trick 
them by radically changing the fash- 
ions.”’ 


prices 


Three More Vote FOR 


More presbyteries taking action on 
Southern Presbyterian membership in 
the Federal Council of Churches include 
the following: Potosi, Lafayette (both 
in Missouri) and Lexington (Virginia) 
have voted strongly for continued mem- 
bership. The vote now stands: 

Against For 
Congaree, 17-8 Transylvania, 20-1 
Knoxville, 30-13 Texas-Mexican, 23-1 

Brazos, unanimous 
Potosi, 12-3 


Lafayette, 13-5 
Lexington, 29-1 
El Paso 


Central Texas 


RADIO 








JOHN NEWTON THOMAS 


Dr. Thomas, the preacher on the 
Presbyterian Hour, Sunday, October 12, 
is professor of theology at Union Semi- 
nary, Richmond, Va. He will be heard 
on ‘‘The Christian’s Highest Authority,” 
at 8:30 A. M. (EST). He is one of 
the associate editors of THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK. 

Next in the series will be Andrew 
R. Bird, Jr., Huntington, W. Va., Oc- 
tober 19. 
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Credentials 
By CHARLES W. KERNAN 


“From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in 
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.’’—-Galatians 6:17. 


E LIVE in an age of credentials. A man must have 
W credentials to marry, to heal the sick, to go fish- 

ing, or to vote in the city election. The word 
credentials is one of an interesting family of words: creed, 
what I believe; credit, others believe me; incredible, im- 
possible to believe; and credentials, that which causes 
others to believe me. 

Saint Paul carried his credentials always with him. They 
had been engraved by the rods of the lictors, and em- 
bossed by the stones of mob stupidity. It is of these he 
now speaks. His authority as a man of God and his right 
to speak out as a Christian have been challenged, and he 
says, “Henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in 
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.’’ Hear him again 
as he speaks of these credentials: 


“Are they ministers of Christ? I am more; in stripes 
above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths often. 
Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 
Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice 
I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day have I been in 
the deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils 
of robbers, in perils of mine own countrymen, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in 
the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Besides those things 
that are without there cometh on me daily the care of 
all the churches.” 


All these things he had known, they had left on him 
their marks, his credentials, the ‘“‘marks of the Lord 
Jesus.” But what do such credentials prove to the world? 


I. They prove that he has the right to be heard. 


We may say that these scars prove that he is right, 
and his detractors are wrong in all they teach. It might 
be easier for us if this were true, but unfortunately it 
isn’t. If it were true, then all manner of people would 
be right, Romanists and Protestants, Communists and 
Tories, Japanese and Americans. No, Christians must meet 
the tests of truth just as other men must meet them. The 
scars we bear do not prove we are always right in all we 
say. But they do prove that men who possess them have 
the right to the serious attention of their fellow men. 

In the early days of the gospel there was great danger 
that it would never really come to the attention of the 
world; it was. by men with such credentials that the 
world was led to take notice of it. Nor is this danger ever 
entirely past, for the world is all too quick to pass by 
the claims of truth without taking them seriously. Chris- 
tians today need those credentials which say, ‘‘Hear this 
man; he has the ‘marks of the Lord Jesus.” Whatever you 
may think of what he has to say it is very important to 
him, and he possesses the credentials to prove the value 
he places on it.”’ 

Mind you, I’m not saying we should inflict needless suf- 
fering on ourselves in order to have the marks of suf- 
fering. Some religions urge their devotees to sleep on 
beds of spikes, and thus prove their devotion; but they 
remind us of small boys who jump from the hayloft to 
prove their courage. Our credentials should come to us 
“in line of duty’ and we have plenty of chance to find them 
there. How often have you risen up in rebellion against 
sin in your own life? Paul says, “I beat my body that 
I may keep it under.’”’ Many of you know just what he 
means, you who have taken up arms against indolence or 


appetite. Though the scars may not be in the flesh they 
are about you somewhere, a token that you have fought. 
Do you really want to help people? If so, you will find 
your scars. That’s just how Jesus came by his scars. If 
he had been content to help only certain groups of peo- 
ple he might not have received them; but anyone who 
wants to help all people will find his scars on that road. 
Yes, those whose main business in life is to be Christians 
will find their credentials somewhere along the road. 

There is the old story of Saint Martin who dreamed 
that someone stood by his bed one night and said, ‘‘Mar- 
tin, I am thy Lord. Arise and do my bidding.’ He ‘an- 
swered, “If thou art my Lord, I. would see the scars.” Just 
so the world says to us, ‘‘Let us see your credentials before 
we take you seriously.”’ 


II. Not only are these our credentials, but they are our 
Number One credentials. 


We try to substitute other things for them, but it is of no 
use. We try to set up our orthodoxy, our scholarship, our 
beautiful worship, or our political power and influence, 
thinking we will be asked about them: but ‘‘Mr. Average 
Man”’ asks first and foremost, ‘‘Does this man really mean 
business?’’ Not only did some men question what Paul taught 
but they questioned his sincerity in teaching it. His an- 
swer is convincing in its direct simplicity, ‘‘I bear in my 
body the marks of the Lord Jesus.”’ 

We may not realize the importance of such credentials, 
but there are those about us who do realize it. We heap 
much ridicule on the Communist Party today, but we might 
do well to learn from it something about credentials, for 
many of its members are willing to suffer for the cause 
they represent. Whatever we say about the followers of 
Hitler, many of them bore the marks of their devotion. 
Many people in America today are attracted to the Church 
of Rome, not by her: close-knit organization, nor yet by 
her elaborate worship, but by the devotion of many of 
her laypeople to their religious duty. The man who sleeps 
until 11:30 three Sundays a month and manages to at- 
tend morning service one Sunday will not greatly impress 
the man who is always up for early Mass. We may fret 
and fume against those whom we consider the enemies of 
our faith, but unless we have our Number One credentials 
we are wasting our time. The world will most likely take 
little time to examine what we profess unless we can 
demonstrate that we hold it very dearly. 

This truth which applies to us as members of a group 
also applies to us as individuals. Many people are trying 
to get into the business of living without their Number One 
credentials. We look them over and know they aren’t 
quite real people. We know something is missing with 
them, and yet do not know what it is. They are well- 





CCUPANT of The Outlook Pulpit this month is 

pastor of the Moorefield, W. Va., church where 

he has served since 1944. Earlier pastorates, fol- 
lowing his grauation from Hampden-Sydney College and 
Union Seminary in Virginia, include: the Cooke County 
group of churches in Holston Presbytery, 1930-31; Cold 
Springs, Tenn., 1931-38; Amelia, Va., 1938-44. Mr. 
Kernan is a native of Bristol, Tenn. At the present time 
he is a member of the $52-member committee engaged in 
a re-study of the religious education program of the 
church. Recognized as a careful workman, Mr. Kernan 
has become known, among his other achievements, for 
his effective methods of preparation and delivery of ser- 
mons. 
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dressed and pleasant, even devout after a fashion, and 
yet they don’t quite reach us where we live. After a time 
we realize what is wrong. They haven’t any scars. The 
truth about them is that they never cared enough about 
anything larger than themselves to take a few hard knocks 
for it. There are many people in the world today—even 
some in the church—who are made from this pattern; 
but they aren’t happy, they don’t belong, they have no cre- 
dentials. 

We need Christian people who have their Number One 
credentials, because the giants of evil walk the earth and 
defy the armies of the Living God. Do you remember the 
story of David who saw Goliath of Gath stalking arrogantly 
before the people of God and putting them to shame? 
Going down to the river bed he picked up five small smooth 
stones and with them overcame the giant. Even so, the 
Son of David saw evil stalking the earth and going up 
and down in it, and with five small things he went out to 
meet it—the five scars in his hands, his feet, and his side. 
With those five scars he has met evil and defeated it many 
times. Such scars as these can be the most powerful 
things in the world, and if we truly belong to the Body of 
Christ we need them as a token of our identity. 


Ill. These credentials are a testimony not only to others 
but to ourselves. 


You say to yourself., ‘“‘This last temptation and tribu- 
lation is too much; I might as well quit trying.’”” Then you 
go to God in prayer and he says to you, “Stop and think, 
you have won greater victories than this. Get out your 
credentials and look them over.”’ Sure enough, there are 
the scars of another fight which you fought in Christ, and 
won. It is just as well that the scars stay with us for a 
while, for they remind us of the battles we have fought 
and won, and they give us hope for the conflict of today. 
Don’t side-step the scars which come your way, for the 
time will come when you need them to give you strength 
for the conflicts you must face. 


When the Philistines come upon you, such credentials 
will give you courage to face them again and again. Maybe 
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you are attacked by one who hates the things for which 
you stand. If so you are fortunate if you can look at your 
credentials and say, ‘‘Well, maybe I’m wrong in what 
I say, but I haven’t been selfish in what I have done. Here 
are my scars as a token of my sincerity. And where are 
his scars? I can stand up to a thousand Philistines who 
have no credentials.”” When we are called to task by those 
who oppose us, there is nothing which can give us such 
comfort as being able to say, ‘From henceforth let no man 
trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus.” 

Yes, your scars are among the most valuable things you 
ean have in this world. Maybe during the past year you 
have side-stepped the hard knocks which came your way. 
Maybe you are one of the people whom the sacred writer 
had in mind when he wrote, “Ye have not yet resisted 
unto blood striving against sin.’’ What a picture that is! 
It is the picture of the fighter who throws in the towel 
before he has shed a drop of his own blood; the man 
who quits when he sees the blows are going to fall; the 
man who has no credentials and never will have any. He 
has missed one of the real things of life. 

In Pilgrim’s Progress we read of that little band of be- 
lievers who waited beside the River Jordan and one by 
one were summoned to cross over to the Celestial City. 
Outstanding among them was that sturdy warrior Mr. 
Valiant-for-Truth. At last the summons came for him in 
the words, “The pitcher is broken at the fountain.” Be- 
fore leaving his friends he made his last will and testa- 
ment in these words: 

“My sword I give to him that shall succeed me in my 
pilgrimage, and my courage and skill to him that can 
get-it. My marks and scars I carry with me, to be a wit- 
ness for me that I have fought his battles who will now 
be my rewarder.’’ Having made this declaration he waded 
out into the river, and as the waters rose about him he 
shouted, ‘‘O death, where is thy sting?’’ As they rose 
higher he cried, ‘‘O grave, where is thy victory?” Thus 
proudly bearing his scars Mr. Valiant-for-Truth passed over 
Jordan, and all the trumpets sounded for him on the other 
side. 


Young Adults Can Do the Job 


By MARIETTA YARNELL* 


any more—the first Young Adult Conference of the 

General Assembly of the Church was held in Mon- 
treat just a few weeks ago. There were some things em- 
phasized there and some developments of that conference 
that I want to tell you about. I had felt some of these 
things “coming on” before I left our local church group 
in Birmingham, and I had heard rumors of them from 
over the church but I badn’t realized the full importance 
of them until the young adults met in Montreat. 

Usually a conference hits a peak and then subsides and 
everything else besides the main address is secondary, but 
this conference hit a peak one day, stayed there for a day 
and then climbed right on up. 

The two things that I believe you will be most inter- 
ested in, and that indicate a new trend in our work are 
these: 

First, we want to take our place beside you, the older 
members and more experienced members of the church. 
We want to quit having done for us and do them with you. 
It amazed me to know how many young men and women 
we had here who were officers in the church—both in 
the courts and in organizations. You will say, “But 24 


+ OMETHING new has been added: It isn’t a dream 


*Formerly of the South Highland church, Birmingham, 
now secretary to the president of Montreat, Miss Yarnell 
spoke along these lines to the Ministers’ Wives Forum at 
Montreat in August. 


to 35 is too young for a man to be an officer—an elder or 
a deacon in the church”; or “24 to 35 is too young for a 
president of the Auxiliary—-even if we do have them.” 
Why? My father told me many years ago, “I have never 
been worthy to be an elder in the church but it has made 
me a better man to try to live up to being an elder.” So 
it is making our young men better young men and more 
Christian to try to live up to the office of elder and dea- 
con. We have many, many of our men as executives in 
business. Some of them own their own business. Why 
should they not stand side by side with the men with whom 
they do business—even in the church? Why should not 
our young men’s wives, homebuilders, mothers, stand side 
by side and take their responsibility in the life of our 
church, with those of you who have raised good families? 
We are not asking that you who are older step out! 
That is the last thing we would ask because we realize 
that you are rich in experience and have grown as great 
Christians—all that we ask is that you let us step in be- 
side you. We love the church. Maybe we love it more 
than you do, in a sense. Our men have fought a horrible 
war that we might have the Church of Jesus Christ. Our 
women have gone across seas to nurse broken bodies and 
spirits that we might have the Church of Jesus Christ. 
Many of our group have been set far back in their educa- 
tion because of the war, many of them will never do the 
thing they started out to do in life because their lives were 
interrupted by the war—that we might have the Church 
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of Jesus Christ. I sometimes think that it means more 
to us now than you can imagine to take our place beside 
you in the work and weight of the church. 

The second thing is this: We have passed over triviali- 
ties into wanting to know the fundamentals. It doesn’t 
make too much difference to us as a whole whether a wo- 
man smokes or not but if that woman can’t take Jesus 
Christ to the office with her on Monday morning it does 
make a difference. Don’t keep bringing up the little things 
to heckle us—but help us to find the way to take Jesus 
into our business, to help us teach our children in our 
homes to love him as we do and to make him real to them. 
Help us to play together as Christians, or if you feel that 
we are doing it wrong—and we feel that we are doing it 
right—then leave us to do it our way. We will be wrong 
perhaps in some cases, but you know sometimes we have 
to find out for ourselves. Above all, help us to learn to 
love our church and to know about it. 

Dr. John Melton impressed us all with the address he 
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made on “The Church Has the Answer.” He brought out 
the fact that we have all seen time and time again that if 
we will go to the church and its Head we will find that all 
things can be worked out, and in the working out through 
the church we can carry his banner high and promote the 
really one reason we are all placed upon the earth—to 
draw all men unto him. We were thrilled to have had 
such a wonderful conference. We are planning a bigger 
one next year. 

Maybe you are thinking—well, we don’t have a young 
adult group in our church. Every church has a young 
adult group. It doesn’t have to have formal officers, it 
doesn’t even have to have formal organization, but there 
are young adults who need to be brought into the program 
of the church by you. We have ceased to be the ‘“forgot- 
ten generation.”” We have come into our own. Let us 
put our hands in yours. You take our hands and let us 
put our shoulder to the wheel with ycu to buiid the great- 
est church we’ve ever known. 


We Support Protestant Cooperation! 


(Continued from last week) 


NEIGHBORHOOD—BROTHERHOOD 


T WOULD BE TRAGIC for us to withdraw from the 
Federal Council. We are federated with individuals. 
classes, groups, and sections along every line without 

the least injury to our personal rights, duties, and convic- 
tions. We urge every possible measure of accord and co- 
operation among even hostile groups—and insist upon it 
as a necessity to our living in a world that is a neighbor- 
hood where men must follow the principles of brotherhood 
or destroy each other. 


If error now weakens the Council’s work in any phase, 
those errors can be corrected. The overall task is so vital 
and so common to all our denominations that we should 
be bound together in our effort to solve them. And we 
simply must show a divided world that love and loyalty and 
brotherhood are the threads whose interweave presents the 
only truly Christian fabric to integrate and preserve our 
civilization —-THOMAS K. YOUNG, 1945. 


THERE ARE OTHERS EQUALLY LOYAL 


THINK our church should remain in the Federal 

Council of Churches. Wild statements of a few men 

cannot shake my faith in the other great denomina- 
tions. Elijah was sadiy mistaken when he declared, “‘I, 
even I only, am left.’’ We are a loyal church, but there 
are others equally loyal to our Savior and King.—-HENRY 
H. SWEETS, 1935. 


I AM NO ISOLATIONIST 


E SHOULD retain our connection with the Federal 
Council. I am in no sense an isolationist and there- 
fore am in favor of federating and cooperating with 

Christians of other names in such relationships and activi- 
ties as with my distinctive views I can work. . When 
I became an active representative of our church in the 
Federal Council back in 1919, it was with the distinct un- 
derstanding, declared in our Assembly, that I should be 
allowed and expected to stand always for our church and her 
principles; and my alternate, Dr. J. M. Wells, agreed with 
me most heartily, and when he served in my place on the 
Council and on its business and administrative committees, 
he voiced my views as his own. And it is a notable fact 
that when in the early thirties our church pulled out, Drs. 
Robert E. Speer and Ross Stevenson both declared to me 


that Wells and I, and our church, were missed in the Coun- 
cil, for, said they both, “Did you not notice, Dr. Summey, 
that whenever some of the wildcats among us proposed 
something that your principles made you object to, your 
counsel was always, in the end, followed? We miss you! 
We need you there!’’—GEORGE SUMMEY, New Orleans, 
1925. 


FULL AGREEMENT IS NOT REQUIRED 


HE FEDERAL COUNCIL came into existence to meet 
a need, the need, namely, of more strength and effi- 
ciency. Union and cooperation are means to that end. 
Those who are demanding that we withdraw from the Coun- 
cil would advise others aiso to withdraw. That is, they 
would dissolve and destroy the Council. Would that 
strengthen the cause of Christ in America? in the world? 
Are the churches in the Federal Council not Christian 
churches? Would WE REFUSE THEIR INVITATION TO 
COMMUNE WITH THEM? Would we decline to invite 
them to commune with us? I am for cooperation with all 
who are acceptable to Christ: Full agreement is not neces- 
sary to cooperation. Let the churches work apart from one 
another, and be weak and ineffective. Let them work with 
one another and be strong, and achieve a larger success. 
Therefore, though I disapprove of some of the things 
the Federal Council does, I vote to continue our membership 
in it. For the sake of the good in the Council let us work 
with it. 
Yours, for Christ and the kingdom of goodwill.— 
J. B. GREEN, 1946. 


THE WORLD NEEDS A UNIFIED CHRISTIAN 
. WITNESS 


DESIRE to associate myself with the multitude of 

others in our church who believe we should maintain 

our present membership in the Federal Council of 
Churches. The present deplorable state of the world needs 
more than anything else the unified and serious witness of 
the church as the body of Christ. The interests that are 
common to us are far more important than those in which 
we differ. To withdraw from the Council at this time 
would be a deplorable backward step, and I sincerely hope 
that the Spirit of God may guide our people in a whole- 
hearted and enthusiastic support of the proposal to re- 
main in the Council.—HARRIS E. KIRK, 1928. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Pastor Is on the Front Line 
No request from us, we suspect, will 
be needed in order to stir a flood of re- 
plies to the leading letter on page two. 
Many laymen ministers, 
men, young —will 
have a contribution to make as they dis- 
300 words, 
think the 


Mean- 














people and 


women and people 
cuss this question (under 
please) telling they 
front-line is in today’s struggle. 
while, to help underway, a 
suggestions from this point of vantage. 


where 


get it few 

Here is our quick and simple answer 
to the question, ‘‘Where is the front- 
line?’’—it is in the pastorate. 

It is for this that all else in the 
church exists; toward this end all pro- 
grams, all plans, all policies di- 
rected. Every agency, every commit- 
tee, depends, first to last, upon what is 
the 
However 


are 


done, or is not done, in congrega- 
im- 
our 
lists of goals, they are as nothing until 
they the life of a congregation 


and are achieved there. 


tions over the church. 


pressive our ‘‘pronouncements’”’ or 


touch 


Well, 
the work of the evangelist is where the 
Are 
improved 


Are we passionate evangelists? 
people are. we deeply concerned 
in- 
dividuals and Then those re- 
lations will be improved not in some 
far-off spot removed from the thronging 
Are 
we pressed upon by the demands of the 


about relations between 
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course of men, but where men are. 
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Kingdom in such a world as ours? 
Then, the real advances are going to 
be made in meetings of boards of dea- 
cons, in sessions, in circle and Auxiliary 
and young people’s meetings and such 
like where other hearts are kindled and 
other imaginations are made to see our 
visions. 

Always the real advance depends 
upon the infantry. Others may help 
prepare the way, provide supplies, cor- 
relate forces or buy the bonds; but the 
foot-soldier carries the attack, and with- 
out him, even in an atomic age,‘ no 
ground which has been won will be held 
and no positions will be consolidated. 

Now for two more comments: It is 
true that most congregations, and per- 
haps a good many pastors, do not look 
upon their situations as the front-line 
in the age-long, world-wide engage- 
ment. In all too many churches there 
is no high challenge, no thrill of battle 
with the forces of evil, no triumphant 
sense of victory in Christ’s engagement. 
As the general of his forces, the 
preacher rises week after week to chal- 
lenge his followers to action. He pre- 
pares to lead them in the fray, only to 
find that he must run back along the 
line to patch up a disagreement between 
two second lieutenants, or he must 
has happened to 
the fuel supply or the camp kitchens; 
or perhaps he is sent ahead alone on 
scouting duty without support. What- 
ever it is and whatever the explanation, 
far too many congregations and thei 
pastors, squandering their opportunities 
and their resources of leadership, are 
losing the high sense of victory. Noth- 
ing much is happening; not many peo- 
ple are expecting anything to happen. 
They would be surprised if it did. 

Again, this does not argue that every 
man called to the ministry, or to Chris- 
tian service, is called to the pastorate. 
Not nearly enough seem to be respond- 
ing to the call today; could use 
hundreds more qualified men as pastors 
in our church. But it has long been 
recognized that there are diversities of 
gifts; there are many ways of employ- 
ing those gifts and there are many calls 
of God, varying as men vary. No man 
can argue or answer the call of another 
man. It and the decision 
and the responsibility are his own. It 
would be a severe handicap to pastors 
if there were not some men called of 
God to be non-pastors in Christian serv- 
ice; but without the pastors, faithfully 
bringing to bear upon situations as they 
exist, the revealed will of God, and 
without congregations holding high 
their witness to the Christian faith and 
way of life, and without the engagement 
of the enemy by churches in cities, 
towns and villages, the work of all the 
non-pastors is of no effect. 


scamper to see what 


we 


is his own, 


Without discounting the importance 
of these other ministries, then, we are 
persuaded that Goliath must be met, by 
you or someone else who is called to 
meet him, where you are—whoever you 
are, wherever you serve. 
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You Can Do This 


Was there ever a time in the history 
of our church when it was more im- 
portant to have church officers and 
church members who are well in. 
formed? If so, we do not know when it 
could have been. 


Much of the trouble which our church 
faces at the present time comes di- 
rectly from our costly error of beliey- 
ing (evidently we did believe it) that 
just so long as a few of our leaders 
and the ministers were well posted on 
the issues before the church all would 
be well and good. Now we have seen 
what can happen when careless charges 
are hurled about; when these accusa- 
tions are brought into groups of fine 
and loyal workers in the church who 
do not have a background of informa- 


tion against which to weigh these 
things. 
Never has it been more important 


to have well-informed elders, deacons, 
Sunday school teachers, parents, and 
leading members of the church, gener- 
ally. This year crucial decisions are in 
the balance. Men will make these de- 
cisions on the basis of their informa- 
tion or their lack of it. Church papers 
were never more important than now. 
A weekly reading of them is fundamen- 
tal to our welfare. 

Now, won’t you please turn to page 
16 and find how you can help the Wo- 
man’s Auxiliary in a most important 
drive scheduled for October 12-19. This 
will also be helping our church at large, 
and, we believe, it will help to ad- 
vance the Kingdom of God. 

Next week we have a suggestion as to 
how YOU can do something about the 
present need through our One-A-Year 
Club. Watch for it. 


GUEST EDITORS 





Church Officers Please Note 


Officials of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church Pension Fund have found that 
the average salary of a clergyman of 
that faith is about $3,000, to which is 
added in the normal case a rectory the 
rent of which would be about $450 per 
annum. One-half of the active clergy 
receive less than $3,000; only a fourth 
have a salary of $4,000 or more. 

Doubtless some relief has been af- 
forded by alert churches during the re 
cent upswing of the cost of living, but 
in few instances has the salary of 4 
minister been adjusted adequately. Al- 
ways poorly paid, clergymen now are 
among the worst victims of heavy taxes, 
expensive food and a _ required high 
standard of personal giving and of de 
cent apparel. 

The first question on the agenda of 
the next meeting of many an official 
board well might be, ‘‘What is the min- 
imum sum by which we can afford to 
increase our minister’s pay?’’—Editor- 
ial in The Richmond News Leader. 
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ALL WATER IS WET 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“All have sinned.’”” Romans 3:23. 


HY DO mainsprings break? The 
W Elgin Watch Company has con- 

ducted a long series of experi- 
ments to find out. The one main reason 
is not change in the weather, or hitting 
the watch. The usual, typical cause for 
mainspring breakage is simply rust. A 
spring not rusted will not break no 
matter how much the watch may be 
shaken about. Springs without rust do 
not break with change of temperature. 
Rust is at the bottom of the trouble in 
virtually every case. 

The cause of rust, of course, is water 
on the steel of the spring. But up to 
the time these experiments were made, 
many watch owners and even repair- 
men could not see how rust could be 
formed. For if you open your watch 
you will see no water there. But it is 
always there just the same. Bither it 
is potentially there as water-vapor or 
actually condensed as moisture. Can’t 
the water-vapor be kept out? No, not 
without keeping the air out too, and 
there is no way of making a watch air- 
proof under ordinary living conditions. 
True, watches will run in a vacuum 
and there they cannot rust; but their 
owners cannot live in a vacuum and so 
air will get inside of every watch, no 
matter how carefully it is tooled. All 
air, furthermore, contains water vapor. 
Even over the hottest desert this is 
true. (Indeed there is more water vapor 
over Tucson, Arizona, than over Madi- 
son, Wisconsin, believe it or not.) 
Water vapor is dry, being a gas; but 
when it condenses it becomes liquid, 
there will be at least a droplet of water, 
actual wet water. Now you could con- 
dense all the water vapor inside a watch 
case and not get enough of a drop to 
be seen even with the ordinary jeweler’s 
microscope. But the water is there all 
the same, and all water is wet. All it 
takes to condense the vapor is a drop in 
temperature, for cool air cannot hold as 
much water vapor as warm air, and 
what the air can’t hold has to come out 
as moisture. 

Now the tiniest microscopic droplet 
of water is just as wet as a storm at 
sea. It doesn’t have to be an ocean, it 
doesn’t have to be a bucket-full or even 
the size of a pin-head. Let it be but 
the thousandth part of a raindrop, it 
is wet all the same. And wet water 
(there is no other kind) will rust a steel 
spring every time. What a river of 
water will do to the exposed parts of an 
iron bridge, this invisible particle of 
dampness will do to a fine mainspring. 
Its work is silent but sure. It starts a 
tiny spot of rust, and the steel begins 
to decay. Jars that would not affect 
a healthy spring are fatal to one that 
is all but gnawed in two. 


UMAN LIVES are like that. The 
mainspring breaks because sin has 
rusted it away. What we call sin 

is often no more than the symptom of 
it, or the result of it, as the breaking 
of the spring is the result of its rusting. 
Few moral breakdowns occur all at 
once. There was a silent steady eating- 
away of the inner resilience, of the 
faith and hope and truth at the center 


of life, the bright inward strength 
turned slowly to dull decay. No one 


could tell, perhaps, when the rust be- 
gan, few could see it at work. But 
there it was, the rust of sin, eating away 
the springs of the man’s life. Then 
comes some jolt or jar, and life breaks 
down altogether. We blame the jarring 
circumstance, we do not see the weaken- 
ing of the soul. We even deny it: Oh, 
but this was a little sin! It was micro- 
scopic, no one could drown in it, you 
could scarce see it at all. Indeed you 
could not see it. Can so slight a sin be 
sinful? 

Certainly, just as the least film of 
water is always wet. All sin is sinful, 
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and the effect of all sin is just the same. 
There is no escaping it. The atmosphere 
of the world is charged with sin, as it 
were in suspension, just as air is laden 
with vapor. If we could live in a vacuum 
we might escape it, some think, but no 
one ever did. Given the kind of atmos- 
phere in which we live, and the kind 
of inner springs with which we are born, 
the result is inevitable. Since we can- 
not live in a moral vacuum and since 
we are what we are, susceptible and de- 
fenseless, is there any hope for us? 

The Elgin company came to a con- 
clusion about watches which nicely il- 
lustrates what Christians have always 
known about souls. They could not 
abolish the air, and they could not 
change the nature of steel. So they 
took out the steel spring and put in a 
non-rusting alloy. The inevitable damp- 
ness will not corrode it. Watches with 
the new kind of spring will be almost 
proof against mainspring trouble. 

So the only cure for the human situa- 
tion is the new heart. The film of sin 
will cling to it; but it cannot be eaten 
away. In the midst of the world, in the 
changeable, danger-laden atmosphere 
we cannot escape breathing, the heart 
that has been forged in the mills of God, 
being proof against corrosion, will keep 
time by the stars. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Warren Calls Synod 


ToSurmount Barriers 


The frustrations which have over- 
taken the church need not remain the 
insuperable barriers they now appear to 
be if Christian men and women become 
aware of the spiritual power available 
to them, N. J. Warren, Selma, Ala., pas- 
tor, and retiring moderator of the Synod 
of Alabama, told the synod at its open- 
ing meeaing recently. Said Dr. Warren: 
“It ill behooves a quarrelling and 
divided church to exhort states and na- 
tions to come together in a world fed- 
eration.”’ 

This meeting of synod at the Presby- 
terian Home for Children in Talladega 
was its 112th annual meeting and it was 
the largest on record. William Childs 
Robinson, Columbia Seminary profes- 
sor, was elected moderator, and John 
Ward, elder in Trinity church, Mont- 
gomery, was nominated for moderator 
for‘next year when the meeting is to 
be held in his own church. 

After 31 years’ service, Dr. and Mrs. 





MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational institution, distinctive 
in Christian ideals, founded in 1856. Out- 
4tanding departments in music and busi- 
ness. Fully accredited academic work for 
first two years of college. Approved for 
training Veterans under Public Law 16 
and Public Law 346 (G. I. Bill). Reason- 
able costs. For catalogue, address: 

JOHN MONTGOMERY, Pres., 
Statesville, N. C. 
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E. B. Robinson are stepping aside from 
the direction of the orphans’ home in 
Talladega as soon as a successor is 
elected, 

The synod adopted the Assembly’s 
askings in full ($259,160) as well as 
the $244,942 quota for the Program of 
Progress. A campaign for $250,000 for 
student work in the synod is to be con- 
ducted as soon as possible with $100,- 
000 of that amount designated for a 
student center at the University of Ala- 
bama, Tuscaloosa, where there are 859 
Presbyterian students. 


Paying Old Debt. 


A balance of $10,681 of unsecured 
debts of the now defunct Alabama Mili- 
tary Institute was announced by Ken- 
neth Forbes, Birmingham, who stated 
that $15,307 already had been raised to 
liquidate a total indebtedness of almost 
$29,000 which synod had construed as 
a moral obligation, This item is in the 
budget for $8,000. 

An anticipated discussion on Presby- 
terian reunion did not develop but 
synod accepted the recommendation of 
Sam Burney Hay, Auburn, its represen- 
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tative on the Assembly’s committee, 
that the matter be referred to the pres- 
byteries and individual churches for 
comment direct to the stated clerk of 
the Assembly. 

In the two-million-dollar campaign 
for Southwestern, Alabama has over- 
subscribed its $313,309 quota, though 
some churches have not yet met their 
goals. 

John H. Marion, Christian Relations 
director, suggested in an address that 
men and women in the South must 
work seriously on the problems and 
issues they are reluctant to hear dis- 
cussed by others. The church, he said, 
can bring about a Christ-like solution 
as its members learn the way of work- 
ing together as Protestant Christians. 

C. Darby Fulton stressed the urgency 
of world missions and Stewardship 
Secretary J. G. Patton, Jr., gave a boost 
to the Program of Progress. 


(EDITORS’ NOTE.—tThis report is 
based upon information supplied by 
Harry H. Bryan, Bessemer, our regular 
correspondent, and Ernest Milton, Bir- 
iningham, synod’s publicity clerk.) 


Former Mississippi Governor Is Moderator 
Boggs Says Presbyterians Have Enough Money for Educational Needs 


Former Governor Hugh L. White of 
Columbia, Miss., was elected moderator 
of the Synod of Mississippi in its annual 
meeting. Governor White succeeds R. 
A. Bolling, Cleveland minister. 

The former governor, as chairman of 
the $500,000 Belhaven College expan- 
sion campaign, reported that $300,000 
has been raised, including a $100,060 
gift by R. D. Sanders. Wade H. Boggs, 
summoning greater aid for church col- 
leges, declared, “If we do not arise and 
come to the rescue of these colleges we 
shall lose leadership in our church. 
Presbyterians have enough of the money 
needed to do all the work they need to 
do.” 

President J. McDowell Richards of 





Davidson College 


Davidson, North Carolina. 


Where a Good Past 


Predicts a Better Future 
J. BR. Ounningham, President 
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Columbia Seminary called for earnest 
and enthusiastic support of the Program 
of Progress. Said he: “If before the 
war the urgency of our times stood at 
five minutes to twelve, today it stands 
at eleven fifty-nine.”’ 

The Synodical Auxiliary met at the 
same time and place as the synod, with 
some meetings held in common. New 
standing rules of the synod consolidate 
and clarify the work of some commit- 
tees. A press reporter has been added 
to the list of officers in an effort to gain 
wider publicity for the synod’s activi- 
ties. TOM B. ANDERSON. 

McComb. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Queens College Workshop 
Attended by Thirty-two 





For the second year, faculty, admin- 
istration and trustees of Queens Col- 
lege, Charlotte, N. C., have joined in 
a week-long workshop at 
bringing in consultants to assist in 
evaluating the college program and in 
projecting forward steps. This year 
President Kennith I. Brown, of Denison 
University, and Dean Felix B. Gear, of 
Columbia Theological Seminary, were 
the consultants, with President Hunter 
B. Blakely and Dean J. M. Godard of 
Queens serving as chairman and discus- 
sion leader respectively. Thirty mem- 
bers of the faculty and administration 
and two trustees were engaged in the 
week’s program pointing to the goal of 
“true education” as “the service to 
one’s day and generation,” and insist- 
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ing that ‘‘the obligation of the church. 
related college (is) to train intelligently 
for Christian living and to prepare the 
graduate to be aware of social respon- 
sibility.”’ 


Columbia Seminary Enrolls 
Junior Class of Thirty-four 


Total enrollment at Columbia Semi- 
nary, Decatur, Ga., for this term is 85, 
of which number 76 are undergraduates. 
Thirty-four are in the junior class. John 
M. Alexander, director of radio for the 
Assembly, gave the opening address. 
At the same time the seminary received 
from the U. S. Navy a bronze plaque in 
recognition of its service during the 
war in training men for the chaplaincy 
under the Navy V-12 program. 


Austin College Has Director of 
Centennial Forward Movement 


Austin College, Sherman, Texas, has 
enrolled 670 students for its 99th ses- 
sion. Five new faculty members are 
added to the staff. A new officer is 
W. N. Northcott, who began his work 
in September as vice-president, acting 
as director of the Centennial Forward 
Movement under which program the col- 
lege is seeking to strengthen its posi- 
tion markedly by its one hundredth an- 
niversary in 1949. 


Capacity Enrollment Reported 
At Maryville College in Tenn. 


The 129th year at Maryville College 
in Tennessee opened with a capacity 
enrollment of 895 from more than 40 
states and countries, with numbers of 
students turned away. The college is 
severely handicapped this year because 
of the loss by fire of its chapel last 
March. Chapel services are being held 
in the gymnasium where bleachers and 
chairs provide seats. Plans for a new 
chapel and fine arts center are under- 
way. Improvised music studios and 
practice rooms are scattered over the 
campus. New features in the curricu- 
lum seek two objectives: (1) Greater 
unity and continuity, by reducing the 
humber an extending the range of 
courses; and (2) Advancing the in- 
dividual’s creative efforts by a system 
of ‘special studies” through which each 
student in his junior and senior years 
prepares an approved 


report on some 
scholarly project. 
Hampden-Sydney College 
Enrolls 185 Freshmen 
Hampden-Sydney, oldest amon Zz 


Southern Presbyterian educational in- 
Stitutions, opened its 172nd year with 
the largest enrollment in history, hav- 
ing a freshman class of 185 men. Among 
these freshmen are the sons of alumni 
of 30 institutions other than Hampden- 
Sydney. Vocational choices in this 
sroup give chief preference, in order, 


to: medicine, business, engineering, 
ministry. 
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PC in SC Adds 13 
New Faculty Members 


With thirteen additions to the fac- 
ulty and staff, and with more than 500 
students enrolled, Presbyterian College, 
Clinton, S. C., is now well started in 
its 67th session. President Marshall W. 
Brown indicated that despite limiting 
new students to those who ranked 
scholastically among the top two-thirds 
of their high school classes, a number 
of worthy students were necessarily 
turned away, although existing facili- 
ties are being utilized to the utmost. 


Peace College Has 
330 Girls Enrolled 


The same story of capacity enroll- 
ment, now being told by all the colleges, 
is heard at Peace College, Raleigh, N. 
C., where 330 girls are registered. Six 


11 


new faculty members have been added 
this year. Before the term opened a 
workshop on college teaching problems 
focused the attention of faculty and 
staff on common concerns. Extensive 
improvements have been made at the 
college during the summer. 


New President Speaks at 
Mary Baldwin Opening 


President-elect Frank Bell Lewis of 
Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Va., 
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told faculty and students at the opening 
of that institution, “The educational 
task in America must now be under- 
taken with concentrated purpose to 
build once more an understanding of 
the world, the world’s problems, our- 
selves, and God.” Without a knowledge 
of fundamentals, he said, “we cannot 
grasp, cannot handle, cannot enjoy the 
world in which we live, but let us not 
be assuming that the acquiring of facts 
is equivalent to education. I am con- 
vinced that learning is not education. 
No mind half-informed, ill-informed, or 
not at all informed can deal with the 
world. A richer, more impartial 
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understanding comes to us aS we com- 
mit ourselves to the beautiful, the good, 
and the true—to gracious Christian liv- 
ing. This is an hour of dark- 
ness, tension, fear. If we go to 
sleep in this day of darkness and fea: 
we shall not expect to wake in a bright, 
joyous world.” 





Students Hear Dunbar Ogden, Jr., 
In First Sunday’s Sermon 


Mary Baldwin students, on the first 
Sunday of the new term, heard Dunbar 
H. Ogden, Jr., pastor of Staunton’s 
First church, preach on “At the Begin- 
ning of the Race.’’ Preparation at the 
beginning of the college year, said Mr. 
Ogden, is comparable to the importance 
of preparation for a runner if he is to 
win a race. Helps in running the race, 
he indicated, include the traditions of 
the past, a recollection of leaders who 





HOW MANY MINISTERS 
IN 10 YEARS? 





Memphis, Tenn., Westminster (471 
members )—6—-George D. Jackson, Yale 
Divinity School; Walter F, Hall, Jack- 
sonville, Fla.; Robert Cogswell, Tun- 
stall, Va.; Peggy and James Cogswell, 
Princeton Theological Seminary; Ruth 
Puckett, Charleston, W. Va. 

Richmond, Va., Overbrook (604)—1 

‘Robert Bluford, Hampden - Sydney 
graduate, now at Union Seminary. 





enough. 


their old age. 


distress. 


A gift today. 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Secy. 
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The young minister will become an old minister, if he lives long 


Old age, unprovided for, is a grim spectre at it approaches, and 
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Most ministers have not been able to provide adequately for 
This is not a theory but a fact. 


It is a wise Church which helps a minister to provide properly 
for his approaching old age before it comes. 


He is a happy minister who is enabled, by the cooperation of his 
Church, to provide safely and sufficiently for his old age. 


It is gracious to relieve the distress of the aged—it is more 
Christian to make provision so that old age will not bring 


This is-the conelusion: Hear the call of your Church to increase 
the capital funds of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


- 410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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Rev.Wm. H. Hopper, D. D., Treas. 
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have handed on their standards, the ex. 
pectations of friends and relatives, free. 
dom from sin or other impediments, 
freedom from overconfidence, and ¢o- 
operation with others. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Hubert Hopper from Midland, Texas, 
to 309 N. 9th St., McAllen, Texas, after 
Oct. 5. 

R. Matthew Lynn, 
has accepted a call 
Texas, church. 

M. C,. Yeargan from Robstown, Texas, 
to Iowa Park, Texas. 

R. Young Wallace from Louisville, 
Ky., to Andover Newton Theological 
School, Newton Centre 59, Mass. 

Warren B. Gaw, Louisville, Ky., has 
accepted a call to the United church, 
Lebanon, Ky., effective Oct. 15. 

R. G. Hutcheson, Jr., from FPO, N. 
Y., to Box 4752, Duke Station, Durham, 
N. C. 

Wm. M. Clark, longtime missionary 
to Korea, until recently pastor at Mid- 
way, Ky., has been installed as pastor 
of the Thomson, Ga., church. 

Samuel H. Forrer, Presbyterian, USA 
minister, lately of La Jolla, Calif., will 
be at the Old Ivy Inn, Charlottesville, 
Va., from early October on and will be 
available for pulpit supply work. 

E. Summers McGavock from Lucketts, 
Va., to Apt. 1, Shelmore Apts., Grace 
St., Lynchburg, Va. (Bethesda church). 

W. Hobart Childs from Crawfordville, 
Ga., to Clothier, W. Va. 

Fred Olark, formerly of Hooks, Texas, 
is pastor of the Power Memorial church, 
Jackson 11, Miss. 714 S. President St. 

Arch L. MacNair from Edinburgh, 
Scotland, to 134 S. Orange Ave., De- 
Land, Fla., where he is pastor of the 
First church. 








Houston, Texas, 
to the Midland, 


MONDAY EVENING ADDRESSES 


NErnest Trice Thompson, of the faculty 
of Union Seminary, Richmond, will give 
the annual ‘“‘Monday Evening Public 
Lectures” at the seminary for five weeks 
beginning October 6, 8:00 P. M. His 
subject is: ‘“‘The Challenge of the New 
Sects.”’ 

PJC SPEAKER 


D. T. Caldwell, director of Christian 
Education for the Synod of North Caro- 
lina, was scheduled to lead the fall de- 
votional services at Presbyterian Junior 
College, Maxton, N. C., Sept. 29-Oct. 5. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Christ, the Minister of 
Better Things 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 12. 


Hebrews 4:14-16; 7:26-27; 9:23-26; 10:11-14. 


The author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is writing to encourage his 
readers to hold on to Jesus. 

To accomplish this purpose he seeks 
to bring out as lucidly and persuasively 
as possible the full meaning of God’s 
revelation in Christ. The method which 
he uses is that of comparison. He seeks 
to prove formally that Chrisianity is 
petter than Judaism, but his real view 
is that Christianity is the best religion 
possible, the ideally perfect religion and 
therefore the final religion. 

In the first two chapters he argues 
that Jesus is better than the prophets, 
who in other ages have been God’s 
spokesmen; better also than the angels, 
who mediated God’s revelation to Moses. 
Jesus has brought us then the perfect 
and final revelation of the Father. 

In chapters 3-10 he argues that Jesus 
is better than Mcses and Joshua, who 
were the leaders of God’s redeemed 
host; better also than Aaron and the 
Aaronic priesthood, who have served 
as mediators between God and man. 
Jesus has brought us then the perfect 
and final redemption from sin. 

Our lesson last week was taken 
mainly from the first section and pre- 
sented Jesus as the Prophet who has 
brought us our final knowledge of God. 
Our lesson this week is taken from the 
second section and presented Jesus as 
the Priest who alone can bring us into 
the presence of God. 

In all ancient religions, and particu- 
larly in the Jewish religion, a priest was 
one who mediated between God and 
man, Under the old covenant, priests 
offered sacrifices daily for the sins of 
the people, and once a year on the 


' great day of atonement, the High Priest 


offered elaborate sacrifices first for his 
own sins and then for the sins of the 
people, and then took the blood and 
sprinkled it on the mercy seat in the 
Holy of Holies, in order that God might 
forgive the sins of his people and con- 
tinue to bless them. Against this back- 
ground the author of Hebrews proceeds 
to argue that 


I. Jesus Is the Ideal High Priest. 

First Passage, 4:14-16. In this pas- 
sage the author sets forth the quailifi- 
cations of Jesus as our great High 
Priest, great in comparison with the 
Old Testament priests, great, infinitely, 
incomparably great in comparison with 
all others who claim to be priests, the 


only priest who can truly mediate he- 
tween God and man, 

1. He is the Son of God. All others 
who have claimed to be priests are hu- 


man. Christ alone is divine. 
2. He has passed through the 
heavens. The plural is based on the 


belief that there were seven heavens, 
each reserved for special groups. On 
the Day of Atonement, after the proper 
sacrifices had been made, the High 
Priest passed through the veil into the 
Holy of Holies, where no other was al- 
lowed to venture, and where God Him- 
self was supposed to reside. The point 
here is that Jesus has come into the 
very presence of God. We speak of the 
iron veil that conceals eastern Europe 
from the knowledge of the west. So 
God at times seems to be behind a veil. 
The heavens shut him off from our gaze. 
But Jesus has penetrated every barrier. 
He and he alone has bridged the gulf 
between heaven and earth and come 
into the very presence of God. 

3. He has sympathy for our weak- 
nesses. The Greek verb expresses not 
simply the compassion of one who re- 
gards weakness, or infirmity, or suffer- 
ing from without, but the feeling of one 
who enters into the experience and 
makes it his own, He is touched with 
a feeling for our infirmities, i. e., “the 
weaknesses which undermine our re- 
sistance to temptation and make it diffi- 
cult to hold fast our confession. Moral 
weakness therefore, though often im- 
plicated with physical weakness.” He 
sympathizes with our weakness because 
“in every respect (he) has been tempted 
as we are yet without sinning.” As 
Marcus Dods has written: “The writer 
wishes to preclude the common fancy 
that there was some peculiarity in Jesus 
which made his temptation wholly dif- 
ferent from ours, that He was a mailed 
champion exposed to toy arrows. On 
the contrary, he has felt in his own 
consciousness the difficulty of being 
righteous in the world; has felt press- 
ing upon himself the reasons and in- 
ducements that incline men to choose 
sin that they may escape suffering and 
death; in every part of his human con- 
stitution has known the pain and con- 
flict with which alone temptation can 
be overcome; has been so tempted that 
had he sinned he would have had a 
thousandfold better excuse than ever 
man had.’”’ There is only one difference 
between Jesus’ temptations and ours, 
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and that is he never yielded to them. 
“Which is a real ground for encourage- 
ment,’ says James Moffatt, ‘‘for the 
best help is that afforded by those who 
have stood where we slip and faced the 
onset of temptation without yielding to 
it.” Or as someone else has said, He 
is not only disposed to help us from 
having shared our experiences, but also 
able so to do, from having overcome 
in like trials of his own. Every one 
who reads these lines, every one of 
those whom we are privileged to teach, 
has weaknesses to which at times he 
succumbs. It helps us to know that 
Jesus has faced the same temptation, 
that he sympathizes with us in our 
weakness, and that he is able to give us 
the victory, if only we will let him. 

4. He covers our sins with his mercy 
and offers us grace for every need. 
This is the way, or rather, these are 
the ways in which his sympathy be- 
comes effective. As Westcott says, ‘“‘the 
twofold aim corresponds with the two- 
fold necessity of life. Man needs mercy 
for past failure and grace for present 
and future work.’”’ And so Jesus offers 
us forgiveness (mercy) for our past sins 
and grace to help now and in every fu- 
ture time of need. Notice that we re- 
ceive (or obtain) mercy which is ex- 
tended to us when we have failed; we 
seek and find grace according to our 
needs. Grace to help in time of need. 
The help comes when it is needed and 
not till then (cf. 2 Cor, 12:9). We do 
well to remember that. We are anx- 
ious, most of us, about many things. 
We fear so often for the future. But 
most of the things we worry about, 
never happen. And when they do, those 
little things which after all are so in- 
consequential, or those big things on 
which our very life happiness, seems to 
depend, we always find grace from God 
to meet‘it. Or at least we may, if only 
we shall give heed to the writer of this 
book and 

One: hold fast to our confession. To 
what confession? Primarily to our con- 
fession of Jesus as Savior and Lord, but 
by implication to our Christian confes- 
sion. In other words to our faith in 
him whom we confess. The writer 
would not exhort his hearers to hold 
fast to their confession unless they were 
in danger of letting go. And so often 
we relax our hold on him at the very 
time when we need him most. We must 
hold fast to our faith and 

Two: draw near to the throne of 
grace. Draw near—how? In prayer, 
of course. ‘Come boldly” the King 
James version has it. Draw near with 
confidence, the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion renders it. Draw near with con- 
fidence because Jesus has opened the 
way, because he himself is on the 
throne, and has sympathy for our needs. 
Draw near with confidence that we shall 
receive, not necessarily what we have 
asked, but that we shall obtain mercy 
for the past, and find grace to help in 
every time of need. 





14 


Second Passage, 7:26-27. In this 
passage the author summarizes the 
arguments which he has advanced for 
presenting Jesus as the ideal high priest. 
“It was fitting,” he says, “that we 
should have such a high priest.’ In 
other words Jesus is a high priest that 
suits our needs. 

First, because of his personal quali- 
fications. He is “holy, blameless, un- 
stained.” In his relation to God, he is 
holy, or consecrated, in such qualities 
as reverence, obedience, faith, loyalty, 
and humility, as previously noted in this 
epistle. In relation to man he is blame- 
less. The adjective points to an entire 
absence of evil, or malice, or of any 
fault which might prompt him to dis- 
regard human need; it implies an ac- 
tive benevolence or love. In his rela- 
tion to the world he is unstained, pure 
from the least stain of evil. We are re- 
minded of the beautiful lines of Sidney 
Lanier: 


“What if or yet, what mole, what flaw, 
what lapse, 

What least defect or shadow of defect, 

What rumor, tattled by an enemy, 

Of inference loose, what lack of grace 

Even in torture’s grasp, or sleep’s, or 
death’s 

Oh, what amiss may [| forgive in thee, 

Jesus, good Paragon, thou Crystal 
Christ.” 


If this were all we might be tempted 
to despair. But we do not forget the 
preceding thought. Without sin—yet 
tempted as we are in every respect— 
and therefore one who sympathizes with 
our weakness, and who offers us mercy 
and grace for every time of need. 

Second, because of his position. He 
is ‘separated from sinners, exalted 
above the heavens.” As Westcott points 
out, ‘“‘the complete separation of the 
Lord from sinners which was realized 
through his life was openly established 
by his victory over death at the resur- 
rection; and that victory is the founda- 
tion of his present work.” The first 
phrase is completed by the second. His 
death and resurrection has not only 
separated him from sinners but has led 
to his exaltation above the heavens. He 
is now truly a supernatural figure, in 
the very presence of God. One who is 
able therefore to save to the uttermost 
them that draw near unto God through 
him. _ 

Third, because of his sacrifice. Sep- 
arated from sinners, exalted above the 
heavens, he has no need, like the priests 
under the old covenant “to offer sacri- 
fices daily, first for his own sins and 
then for those of the people; he did this 
once for all when he offered up him- 
self.” The emphasis here is on the last 
clause—he offered up himself. This 
idea, which is introduced here for the 
first time, is enlarged upon over and 
over again in this Epistle. ‘‘The ancient 
priest of Israel, himself morally stained, 
had to offer a brute beast physically 
faultless, a mere shadow emblem of 
holiness; and such offerings being in- 
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trinsically worthless, he had to present 
them again and again by way of re- 
newing an impressive spectacle. The 
High Priest of humanity offered him- 
self, and by the very act demonstrated 
himself to be perfectly holy, presenting 
in his death an embodiment of exact, 
loving obedience to the Divine will and 
of self-effacing devotion to the well-be- 
ing of man; and just because the offer- 
ing was the very ideal of sacrifice it 
needed not to be repeated.” (A. B. 
Davidson—Epistle to the Hebrews.) 
And this brings us to the second point 
emphasized in our lesson— 


II. Jesus Offers the Ideal Sacrifice. 


First Passage, 9:23-26. According to 
the Jewish conception the tabernacle, 
in which priests of the Old Covenant 
carried on their ministry, was a copy or 
pattern, or replica of heavenly realities. 
The author of Hebrews argues that the 
heavenly original needs purification just 
as the earthly copies, only with better 
sacrifices. To enable men to draw near 
to God, however imperfectly on earth, 
it was necessary that both they and the 
tabernacle be sprinkled with the blood 
of a sacrifice as an atonement for sin; 
if men are to enjoy perfect communion 
with God in heaven, both they and the 
heavenly places must in like manner be 
sprinkled with the blood of a better 
sacrifice, i, e., that of Christ, who alone 
can make complete and final atonement 
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TAKING ON NEW LIFE 

“One of the most thrilling things 
about our campaign,’ said Col. Roy 
LeCraw, campaign director of the Pres- 
byterian Program of Progress, “is the 
wonderful recrudescence of the men of 
our church. 

‘“‘Men’s groups, clubs, etc., are taking 
on renewed life and turning their eyes 
back upon the Church as a forum for 
their activities and charities. 

“When charity is done as a Christian 
service,” Colonel LeCraw said he 
learned through his experience in 
Europe, “the general outlook on life of 
those who receive changes, for they are 
aware that because of Christ they re- 
ceived succor. Not only does their self- 
respect come back, their faith in their 
fellowmen—their brothers in Christ— 
returns.” 

“Christ is the only answer,’’ Colonel 
LeCraw repeats again and again as he 
presents the objectives of the Program 
of Progress to various groups in the 
Church, 
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for sin. This is the writer’s argument. 
“For Christ has entered, not into a 
sanctuary made with hands, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the pres- 
ence of God on our behalf.” The O. T. 
priests came into the Holy of Holies, 
where God himself was supposed to 
dwell; but the cloud and the incense in- 
dicated that God himself was hidden 
from them. ‘Now Christ appears be- 
fore God face to face with no interven- 
ing cloud. Perfect fellowship is attained 
by his perfect and stainless offering of 
himself.” As a result we who believe 
in him have a close and continuous ac- 
cess to God such as no cultus could 
effect. The effects of this divine act are 
permanent and abiding. Christ’s sacri- 
fice therefore does not have to be re- 
peated. 

Second ‘Passage, 10:11-14. In this 
passage “the writer introduces further 
arguments to prove the finality of the 
offering of Christ. The ordinary priests 
stand day by day in the Temple offering 
their sacrifices, ‘Their mighty labor,’ 
as Peake says, ‘like that of Sisyphus, 
ends always in nothing. The pathetic 
inefficiency of all the elaborate ap- 
paratus, this daily addition of naught 
to naught which at the end of the long 
centuries have mounted up to zero, is 
all the more striking in the light of 
Christ’s sacrifice, offered once only but 
effective forever.’ The finality of his 
sacrifice is proved by the fact that after 
it had been offered, he triumphantly sat 
down on the right hand of God thus 
showing that the whole purpose had 
been achieved and nothing more now 
remains to be done.” (Abingdon Bible 
Commentary.) He has only to wait now 
for the final victory, when all his 
enemies shall be placed under his feet. 
“For by a single offering he has per- 
fected for all time those who are con- 
secrated.” ‘His one offering,’ that is, 
“serves all the purposes of all the sacri- 
fices under the law: sanctifies, i. e., 
places men in covenant relations with 
God, like the ‘blood of the Covenant’ 
inaugurated at Sinai; perfects, 1. e., 
keeps those covenant relations intact, 
maintains uninterrupted fellowship with 
God, the end which all Levitical sacri- 
fices, offered daily, monthly, or yearly 
vainly sought to effect.” (A. B. David- 
son.) In other words Christ has done 
all that needs to be done to bring men 
into perfect communion and everlasting 
fellowship with God. As the author 
puts it in our golden text: ‘‘He is able 
to save to the uttermost them that draw 
near unto God through him.” Heb. 7:25. 

If we believe this to be true we shall 
allow Christ to bring us into the pres- 
ence of God; we shall offer our bodies 
“a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is (our) reasonable service” 
(Rom. 12:1). 

To consider: How does Christ save 
us? Is he able to save the whole world? 
Under what conditions? Why is Christ’s 
sacrifice efficacious? How has Christ 
changed the meaning of sacrifice? 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE REALM OF PERSONALITY, by 
Dp. Maurice Allan, Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
Nashville and New York, 1947. 249 pp., 
$2.50. 

The Sprunt Lectures of 1944 at Union 
Seminary, Richmond, delivered by Pro- 
fessor Allan of Hampden-Sydney, are 
presented in this book. Out of a wealth 
of knowledge and with independent 
judgment, Professor Allan draws upon 
the fields of biology, psychology and 
philosophy to present a concept of per- 
sonality which will do justice alike to 
the Christian and the scientific under- 
standing of man. It is his conviction 
that out of the mass of material which 
is accumulating, ‘‘a conception of per- 
sonality is unfolding today which is ap- 
proaching rather than receding from 
the original Christian view”’ as a present 
unity which will persist beyond the 
present scene. 

In seeking to bring the scientific and 
the Christian concepts into one inclu- 
sive pattern he makes good use of the 
“doctrine of levels.”” Four levels of hu- 
man motives are distinguished: (1) The 
primary, which are common to all per- 
sons, inherited motives, such as hunger, 
fear, and sex; (2) The individual mo- 
tives which are distinctive for each per- 
son, composed of our “private com- 
plexes”; (3) The social, shaped by the 
culture in which we live; and (4) the 
ideal, which have to do with the highest 
goals of striving, such as those of the 
humanitarian, the scientist, or the 
mystic. Ultimately this ‘‘doctrine of 
levels’? lends itself well to demonstrat- 
ing the incompleteness of any one view 
of life when taken alone, whether it be 
biological, psychological, sociological, 
economic, philosophical, or theological. 

There is a discussion of conflicts in 
personality, but here one scarcely feels 
the same grasp and penetration as else- 
where in the lectures. 

The book is of great value to those 
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who wish a competent study of human 
personality in both its religious and its 
scientific aspects and belongs high on 
reading lists for private or institutional 
study of man. A good index increases 
the usability of the book for reference. 

L. J. SHERRILL. 

Louisville, Ky. 


JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE. 
By Walter D. Ferguson. Harper & 
Brothers, New York, 1947. 364 pp., 
$3.50. 

This book is one of the best of the 
many recent surveys of the Bible. The 
author, who is professor of English at 
Temple University, tells again the 
familiar Bible story ‘‘in the hope that 
new readers may be attracted to the 
Book of Books and that veterans may 
catch a new zest in the old enterprise.” 
He himself has that zest, and writes 
with an enthusiasm that is contagious. 

His style has sparkle, and his thought 
both dignity and humor. He treats the 
Bible with the utmost respect but not 
with solemnity, drawing many a keen 
parallel to modern situations and in 
modern language. For example, the 
title of his chapter on Micah is, ‘‘The 
Little Farmer on Route One.’” Other 
intriguing chapter titles are: “Getting 
into the Mood’’; “The Gardener Walks 
in His Garden’”’ (Genesis); ‘‘The Victor 
Gets the Spoils” (David); ‘Uneasy 
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Heads” (Kings); ‘‘A Good Man Down” 
(Job); ‘‘The Human Tornado” (Paul); 
‘“‘A Box of Letters’? (Epistles); ‘‘Phan- 
tasmagoria in White and Gold” (Reve- 
lation). 

His attitude is thoroughly reverent. 
He clearly loves the Bible and is stirred 
by both its form and its message. He 
seems, too, to know what the religion 
of the Bible means. His viewpoint is 
neither modernistic nor fundamental- 
istic. It is what might be called mildly 
liberal, in that he feels free to accept 
whatever results of modern criticism 
seem to him convincing, but also in that 
he feels sure that in a real sense the 
Bible is the Word of God to men. 

J. J. MURRAY. 

Lexington, Va. 
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Information Clinic 


NEWS AND HELPS FOR WOMAN'S AUXILIARIES 
ABOUT CHURCH PAPER WEEK --- OCT. 12-19 


® WHAT IS CHURCH PAPER WEEK? .. . The 
General Assembly has designated October 12-19 as 
Church Paper Week. It is a time of special emphasis 
when each person who is active in the life of the church 
is urged to exert every effort to persuade every fam- 
ily in the congregation to subscribe to and read a 
church paper. 


® A CHURCH PAPER FOR CHRISTIAN HOMES. 

. . A church paper read and discussed regularly in 
the home should help produce informed, wide-awake, 
consecrated Christian leaders of ability; draw each 
member of the family to a more thorough allegiance to 
Ohrist as Lord and Savior; and keep the family abreast 
of the great forward march of Christendom. 


® THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK .... helps its 
readers stay informed with a fact-finding, fact-giving 
weekly report on what’s happening in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church and why. 


Its readers have an advantage through Bible Study ; 


Stimulation to Progressive Action; Forums on Vital 
Issues; Features and Pictures; Interesting, Timely 
Chureh News. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK with a staff of 
great writers provides a pulpit for great preachers, a 
platform for the discussion of pressing issues, and 
records achievements of great church leadership. 

* STEPS YOUR WOMAN’S AUXILIARY CAN 
TAKE... . 

1. Discuss Church Paper Week with each circle, each 
adult Sunday school class, each men’s group, tell- 


ing why every well-informed family reads a church 
paper. 


2. Ask your pastor to emphasize Church Paper Week 
in the bulletin, at the Sunday morning service, Oc- 
tober 12, and at other times during the week. 


. Seek subscriptions for a church paper by canvassing 
each circle through its chairman, each adult Sun- 
day school class through its teacher, each men’s 
group through its president. 


. Try to enlist every family in the church as a sub- 
seriber. 


5. Some Auxiliaries may wish to obtain a copy of the | 
church roll from the pastor and solicit each family 
by personal contact or by phone. 





HOW YOU CAN HELP 
YOUR WOMAN’S AUXILIARY 


groups. 


And 


for each new subscription. 





Join in diseussions and volunteer to speak 
on ‘‘Chureh Paper Week’’ before church 


Seeure NEW subscribers and send them to 
us through the Woman’s Auxiliary whose 


treasury will receive a commission of $1.00 
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